
Photography: A-Level Overview: 2023



Please look at our amazing 
student work…



Timings- this evening…

• 6.00-6.30pm - Sixth Form Information Talk one in the theatre OR
• 6.00-6.15pm – Subject talk one
• 6.20-6.35pm – Subject talk two
• 6.40-6.55pm - Subject talk three
• 7.00-7.15pm – Subject talk four
• 7.00-7.30pm - Sixth Form Information Talk two in the theatre OR
• 7.20-7.35pm - Subject talk five
• 7.40-7.55pm - Subject talk six
• 8.00-8.15pm - Subject talk seven

• 8.00-8.30pm - Sixth Form Talk three in the theatre OR
• 8.15 – 8.45pm - Subject questions and answers.



OUTLINE OF TODAY:

• Discover what A-
Level Photography 
is about…

• Ask any questions 
you may have for 
photography…

• Look at 
COURSEWORK / 
EXAM components

• Understand course 
structure



https://www.youtube.com/c/GRobinsonWhite/videos

https://youtu.b
e/8cFnivRYrXg

https://youtu.be
/3gAP2G0AdYM

https://youtu.be/
S0NN1mI1BbA

Video Links showing useful videos

Have a look at some 
of our work on 

YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/c/GRobinsonWhite/videos
https://youtu.be/8cFnivRYrXg
https://youtu.be/3gAP2G0AdYM
https://youtu.be/S0NN1mI1BbA


A-Level Photography

• Mainly digital photography…

• Work is mainly practical along themes 
set by teachers/ negotiated with 
students towards end of course,

• Written/ limited drawing component is 
compulsory 

• Exemplar work in department/ 
googledrive available to access 
anywhere

• Can be taken in conjunction with A-
Level Art, Craft & Design (varied and 
theme based )



…Choices…
• YOU CAN DO BOTH!

• A-Level Photography students also do Art, 
Craft & Design 

• Other students have also taken, Maths, 
Physics, Biology, Psychology, French, English 
literature, PE etc as a combination!

• TAHS past students who have A Level Art 
have also gone onto study and have careers 
in automotive design, film and TV set design, 
Make up for Film and TV, floristry, 
architecture, graphics design, jewelry, 
illustration, surface pattern, fashion design, 
PR and fashion buying as well as unrelated 
careers such as science and technology, civil 
engineering, languages etc…..



Nature of work….

At the start you will be learning a 
basis of skills both traditionally 
and using photoshop following 
set themes…

…after a term of set work- each 
student will develop their own 
personal response.

… Students who are competent 
and driven often begin their 
personal work alongside their set 
tasks… to get more personal 
input from earlier on…



A-Level Units of work
60% Coursework 40% Exam

1) INDUCTION UNIT

Foundation building up key skills, present a range of 
Photography /Photoshop application 

STARTED … SEPT Y12 FINISHED by JAN Y12

2) COMPONENT ONE

(Personal Investigation/ COURSEWORK). Students will 
undertake a year long personal unit of their own choice 
supported by 3000 word essay.

STARTED … JAN Y12 FINISHED by FEB Y13

3) COMPONENT TWO (Externally set Unit 
EXAM) Up to 2-3 months of preparation and a controlled 
test where pupils will respond to a question set by the exam 
board. 15Hours under controlled conditions

STARTED … FEB Y13 FINISHED by MAY Y13





Y13

Y12

September to December : Year 12

Jan –April – Year 12 

May- August- Year 12/13

Sept –Jan :Year 13

Feb – May : Year 13



Ambition… daring 

We want to 
ensure your 
personal unit is 
diverse… to 
enable you to 
stand out for 
the examiner 
& prospective 
courses you 
wish to apply 
for.



Coursework Portfolio
All the work made in photography will 
be creatively mounted and presented to 
make your coursework portfolio“ of 
work-

All work created must be made to a 
highly skilled, well presented portfolio 
standard

All work from coursework / exam units is 
selectively chosen and mounted into A3 
workbooks and A3/A2 sheets- which will 
evidence the work you have made 
throughout your A-Level



Presenting work 
IN BOOKS…

Evidence Pages..

Showcase Pages

That show your process of work 
and hit every assessment 
objective needed as best 
possible

That show the outcome and 
most refined response from a 
Set / development series of 
work 



What do you need to be a Photographer 

Show Ability to 

Refine ideas into 

creative outcomes

CREATIVITY

Regular 
communication 
with teachers…

Use the 
resources that 
are available 

Strong Motivation 
to learn

Independent 
and Mature

Be Organised 
& learn 
through 
practise



A-LEVEL – Need to Knows…

• A camera is not essential as school can loan them out 
during class time. However, a basic digital camera is 
strongly recommended.

• Photoshop is essential for home use- copies will be 
provided for use whilst on the course…

• Memory stick is essential- to enable hassle free 
transfer of photographic images between school and 
home

• You need to purchase 2 A3 Black spiral bound 
sketchbooks if you intend on taking the course to 
evidence your work as it progresses.

• Homework will be set regularly, so commitment to 
the course is vital.  Work is formally assessed every 
half term to assess student progress, target areas for 
improvement and give important feedback to the 
students- necessary for refining work.



Bridge 

Older model entry level DSLR (450D)- can be picked up for 
around £140 – £180 second hand – I often use ebay, and 
buy from sellers you trust- or those with insanely high 
feedback..  Canon and Nikon are the best to go for, for 
DSLR`s.I prefer these cameras- for the speed they take a 
photo in classroom light conditions.  The speed, quality 
and reliability overpower the small “fit in your pocket “ 
qualities of the other cameras-

A mix of both low & high end camera capability- you can 
experiment with settings and benefit from a higher quality 
sensor- and benefit from size, weight and durability- Stick 
with Fuji , Canon/Lumix – they are the most reliable 
makes- should be around £80- £100 if you go for the 
penultimate model

Full DSLR

Camera stuff…?

Point and 
shoot
compact

Quick, easy, cheap (you can pick up a half decent one for 
£30-they £40)-Often thrive on gimmicks,, flippy screens-
or magic wifi capability- look carefully at the battery/ 
build quality - 8MP or above  and a decent make will see 
you right…



ROTARY AND SCHOOL COMPETITIONS



Year 12….. Is all about learning….

Key skills in….

- Photography
- Photoshop

- Developing ideas
- Analysing images
- Presenting work

By the end of January in Year 12…
You will have 1 complete workbook evidencing and 
showcasing the work you have made since September.

Then you`ll start a 1 year Personal Project…?



What will you start doing in your Bridging Work and September in Y12

PropsGraphicGraffiti



PERSONAL…..?









What can I do with it…?

Careers

If you`re sure you want a creative career- its advised that you take the Art, 
Craft & Design + Photography at A-Level as it will give you a fuller breadth of 
creativity and enable you to straight onto degree level without a foundation

Photographer
freelance, product, events

commission, Illustrator

Fashion
designer 

Media/ 
journalism

Graphic / 
web Design

Artist… 
Commission..

exhibition

TV & Film industry
Set design, camera etc Editorial 



What 
CAREER..?


